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Dr. YS Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry Nauni Solan-Himachal Pradesh

Adyvisory for Subtropical Crops- October, 2026

The farmers, fruit growers, mushroom growers and beekeepers of the subtropical region of
Himachal Pradesh may follow the following cultural operations during this month.

1. Vegetable Production

Start sowing radish, turnip, carrot, fenugreek and spinach, and raise late cauliflower
nursery from the first week of October.

Start raising onion nursery from mid-October.

Maintain adequate soil moisture through light and regular irrigation.

Management of damping-off disease: observed in vegetable nurseries adopt integrated
management practices as:

Soil solarization/ treatment with Formalin (5%) should be done 20 days prior to sowing.
Treat seeds with Captan (0.1%).

After seedling emergence, drench the soil with Carbendazim (0.1%) + Mancozeb
(0.25%).

Provide light and frequent irrigation.

2. Fruit Production

In guava and mango orchards, tree size controlling pruning for maintaining inter-canopy
distance of atleast 1 meter and corrective pruning for overcrowding and intermingling
branches should be carried out during this month.

In dragon fruit, apply the third split dose of 4 kg farm yard manure (FYM), 50 g nitrogen
(109g urea), 39 g phosphorus (244g SSP) and 33 g potassium (55g MOP) per pillar.
Dragon fruit orchards should be irrigated at 6 litres per pillar (for plants of age up to 6
months) and 8 litres per pillar (for plants older than 6 months) during September to
November, as per soil moisture and weather conditions. Two irrigations should be
provided per week.

Spray 2,4-D @ 10 ppm for control of fruit drop in Kinnow. Adequate moisture content
should be maintained in citrus orchards during this month by providing regular irrigation
at 15 days interval.

If mango malformation (shortened, thickened and bunchy/witches’-broom shoots and
abnormal panicles) is observed, remove the malformed portions up to the healthy part of
the branch. After that spray potassium metabisulfite (KMS) @ 120 g/200 L water or
Naphthalene Acetic Acid (NAA) @ 40 g/200 L water.

If red rust/algal leaf spot (velvety, raised orange-red to reddish-brown lesions on leaves
that may lead to defoliation) of litchi is observed, spray 1% Bordeaux mixture.

3. Mushroom Cultivation:

. Farmers who are engaged in mushroom cultivation are advised to maintain the growing
room temperature at 17-20°C and relative humidity (RH) at 80-85% during this month.
Adequate ventilation should be ensured, over-watering should be avoided and



mushrooms should be harvested regularly. Proper sanitation should be maintained by
promptly removing and disposing of infected beds/bags to prevent the spread of
contamination.
4. Apiculture (Beekeeping):

Farmers engaged in beekeeping are advised to regularly monitor the bee colonies for hive
beetle attack during this month. Hive entrances should be narrowed and debris and weak
or damaged comb sections should be removed promptly to minimize the risk of hive beetle
infestation.

Monthly Subtropical Crop Advisory Committee
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